
Legislative Biography

LEGISLATIVE SERVICE
Served in 3 Regular Sessions and 4 Special Sessions

Years in Senate:
September 2016* to November 2021†

Leadership:
Senate Co-Majority Whip, 2019 (part)
Senate Assistant Majority Leader, 2019 

(part); 2020 Special Sessions (two); 2021; 
and 2021 Special Session

Legislative Commission: 2019
Served as Vice Chair from May 2019 to 

May 2021
Interim Finance Committee: 2021
Senate Committees:

Finance (2021)
Government Affairs (2017; 2019, part)
Health and Human Services (2017; 2019 

and 2021, Chair)
Natural Resources (2017)
Parliamentary Rules and Procedures (2017)
Revenue and Economic Development (2017, Chair; 2019; 2021)

Born: 1969 – Reno, Nevada
Educated: University of Nevada, Reno, B.A.; University of San Francisco, California, M.A., 

Nonprofit Management
Spouse: James Cavanaugh
Hobbies/Special Interests: Hiking, camping, restoring vintage Airstream® trailers

Julia Ratti 

Democrat
Senate District 13
Washoe County (part)
Public Health

*Appointed on September 27, 2016, to fill the vacancy created by the passing of Senator 
Debbie Smith.
†Julia Ratti resigned from the Senate on November 19, 2021.
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Interim Committees:
Advisory Committee on Housing (2019-2020)
Committee to Conduct a Study Concerning the Costs of Prescription Drugs (SB 276) 

(2019-2020)
Committee to Conduct a Study of the Working Conditions at Licensed Brothels (ACR 6) 

(2019-2020)
Committee to Consult With the Director (2019-2020)
Committee to Study Issues Regarding Affordable Housing (SCR 1) (2017-2018, Chair)
Committee to Study the Needs Related to the Behavioral and Cognitive Care of Older 

Persons in Nevada (SB 121) (2017-2018)
Interim Retirement and Benefits Committee (2017-2018)
Legislative Commission’s Subcommittee to Review Regulations (2019-2020)
Legislative Committee for the Review and Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning 

Agency and the Marlette Lake Water System (2017-2018; 2019-2020, Chair)
Legislative Committee on Health Care (2017-2018; 2019-2020)
Legislative Committee on Public Lands (2017-2018)
Nevada Task Force on Financial Security (SB 118) (2017-2018)
Private Activity Bond Council (2019-2020)
Washoe Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board (2017-2018; 2019-2020)

Julia Ratti 
Democrat

Senate District 13
Washoe County (part)

Public Health
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